Pope Pius XI
Orthodox must necessarily bring with it a change of rite.
The leader of this opinion was Monslgnor Ropp, the
old Archbishop of Mohilew. This Prelate, before the
Russian revolution, had resided in St Petersburg^ and was
living in retirement in Warsaw when Monsignor Ratti was
there. The majority of the Polish clergy held similar
opinions, and do so to this day. They would have the
Russians join the Latin Rite. It was not unnatural that
Monsignor Ratti should at first have agreed with this idea,
since he himself was closely connected with the Latin.
Rite; but later on a deeper knowledge of the facts, and a
closer study of the historical events of the struggle
between Western and li&stcrn Churches, convinced him,
even before he left Poland, that the foundations of the
principles advocating one faith and diversity of rites were
sound.
All the Pope's encyclicals and encyclical letters dealing
with reunion, ami there are many of them, bear the sign
of these convictions* During the two Holy Years of i^aj
and 1933, the Pope gave several signs in his pronounce-
ments of his longing for peace, and his feeling that the
best way to obtain it would be through the coming
together of all Christian Churches* Certainly if there
could be peace amongst Christians, there would probably
be peace in the world*
After the revolution in Russia, the Vatican naturally
looked to that country as a future field lor Christian
Missions. As soon as the Vatican saw that the Russian
Orthodox Church was about to break up completely, it
began to prepare itself to advance the cause of Catholicism.
Pope Pius worked hardest on this theme. He first of all
tried his hand at making peace with the Communist